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DUNE REHABILITATION
GOALS
The Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan is guided by the
Coastal Futures St rategy. The st rategies ident ifi ed in the
Master Plan aim to support  the intermediate, medium
and long term planning put  forward in the Coastal
Futures St rategy.

“Our coast line is very important : It  is our
playground and it  is the source of much LOWof our livelihoods as thousands of tourists
come here every year to relax on our INTERVENTION
beaches, fi sh, sw im or sail” Dune rehabilit at ion
- Coastal Futures St rategy

COASTAL FUTURES
STRATEGY (20 18 - present )W here possib le the Master Plan adopts a st rategy

of coastal dune management . We know  that  healthy
vegetated foreshores provide a natural funct ion, which
protects the coastal communit ies, provides a natural
barrier from environmental hazards and provides a
habitat  for fl ora and fauna.

The second line of defence is a balance of natural
dune management  and hard infrast ructure st rategies
ident ifi ed in the Coastal Futures St rategy. W here there MEDIUM
is no opportunit y for dune rehabilit at ion a sea wall is INTERVENTIONt he appropriate st rategy to manage the environmental
hazards. Balanced dune
As ident ifi ed by the Coastal Futures St rategy, hard rehabilit at ion w ith
infrast ructure that  becomes vulnerable to rising sea

hard infrast ructurelevel and coastal erosion w ill be removed rather than
protected as part  of a ret reat  st rategy.

HERVEY BAY ESPLANADE
MASTER PLAN HIGH

INTERVENTION
Sea wall

66
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EXEMPLAR STUDY

MCCULLOCH AVENUE
BOARDWALK,

VICTORIA. SITE OFFICE

LOW 
INTERVENTION

DUNE REHABILITATION

STRATEGY
During Communit y consultat ion, it 
was heard that  protect ing foreshore 
vegetat ion was of high importance.

Council has a long history of dune 
rehabilitat ion which includes formalised 
access ways to reduce vegetat ion 
damage, dune protect ion fencing
and signage, weed management  to
promote nat ive species grow th as well 
as re-vegetat ion w ith part icular species 
that  have sand stabilisat ion funct ion 
such as Spinifex sericceus.

To support  Council’s dune management 
the follow ing addit ional st rategies have 
been ident ifi ed:

•  Build a st rong hind and fore dune to
support  the incip ient  dune. Plant ing 
larger nat ive t ree species and no 
further removal of exist ing t rees

•  ‘light  touch’ boardwalks only
through the hind & fore dune.

•  Minimising human impact  w ith
‘rest ricted access’ and formalised 
access routes through the incip ient 
dune.

On ground shared 
path follow ing

contours &
meandering through

the t rees

HIND DUNE

Boardwalk 
touching light ly

FORE DUNE

PURPOSE /  GOALS
Created on a modest  budget , t he design

accentuates the delicate topography of the
site, while also containing the eff ects of heavy

foot  t raffi c. It  cuts a path, but  allows the 
landscape to dominate

All inclusive 
access points

INCIPIENT
DUNE

BEACH BERM

Dune rehabilit at ion
- rest ricted access

Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 67
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EXEMPLAR STUDY

MEDIUM
INTERVENTION

BALANCED DUNE
REHABILITATION

W ITH HARD
INFRASTRUCTURE

STRATEGY
Scarness and Pialba are highly 
act ivated hubs that  require green open 
space to support  various funct ions. 
Green open spaces are important  for 
communit y, however we know  they 
compromise the foreshore stabilisat ion.

As ident ifi ed in the Coastal Futures 
St rategy, st riking a balance between 
the environment  and support ing 
recreat ion is important . In high 
act ivit y nodes, hard sea walls and a 
natural dune management  st rategy is 
supported

To support  the concrete terraced edge 
employed include the follow ing:

•  Future proofi ng the open green
lawns w ith clusters of t ree p lant ing. 
Single t rees are vulnerable to w inds, 
to counteract  this it  is advised to 
build  back up specifi c nodes w ith 
addit ional t ree p lant ing.

•  W here appropriate rebuild the hind
dunes through earth mounding and 
dense dunal vegetat ion.

•  W here applicable, integrate all
abilit ies beach access in conjunct ion 
w ith hardscape foreshore 
intervent ions

HIND DUNE

Mounding of lawn to 
protect  and help stabilise 

the foreshore edge

BUILT
INTERVENTION

BEACH

ESPERANCE 
WATERFRONT,

W ESTERN AUSTRALIA
HASSELL

PURPOSE /  GOALS
A project  to protect  and restore the 

communit y’s cent ral foreshore on a st retch of
dramat ic coast line

Its new seawall is designed to refl ect  the 
contours of the natural bays and headlands,

which together w ith extensive p lant ing of
Indigenous t rees and shrubs work to reduce the 

impact  of erosion.



   210 
 

 

 Item ORD 11.3.1 – Attachment 1 26 MARCH 2025 
 

 

  

72

EXEMPLAR STUDY

HIGH 
INTERVENTION

SEA WALL

BLACKPOOL BEACH SEA 
DEFENCE
PURPOSE /  GOALS
Blackpool has a marine frontage of about  11.25 
kilomet res, all of which is protected from erosion 
by the sea wall. The sect ion of coast line takes an
enormous amount  of bat tering from the elements and
is hammered by the t ides.

The curved design d isperses the energy of the waves 
as they crash against  the shore, and w ithstands the 
constant  bat tering. The w ide walkway and split  level 
upper promenade is a p leasant  environment  linking the 
coast line.

STRATEGY
The Coastal Futures St rategy has 
ident ifi ed that  the sea wall at  Urangan 
is under threat  and requires upgrade to 
the base.

The background research ident ifi es
an opportunit y to employ new  and 
innovat ive designs to help support 
beach nourishment , sand re-seeding as 
well as provid ing a buff er to adjacent 
road and businesses.

In addit ion, t ree p lant ing along the 
foreshore footpath w ill provide 
signifi cant  relief and protect ion 
from storms and harsh w inds. Trees 
also provide a cool and comfortable 
environment  for pedest rians and 
mobilit y corridor users.

PROPOSED CONDITION

Water sensit ive 
urban design

Seat ing 
opportunit ies

Curved sea wall
Stepped edge

Exist ing condit ion

Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 69
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MODULE B
Single skillion roof 

beach facing

PEDESTRIAN 
CROSSINGS

PLAN: EXEMPLAR PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGIDENTIFIED PEDESTRIAN CROSSING NODES

LEGENDLOCATION CROSS STREET JUSTIFICATION PRIORITY 06

Raised pedest rianPoint  Vernon Inman St reet Raised pedest rian crossing required to Medium 01 crossing w ith zebrasupport  local businesses. Speed along
linemarkingEsplanade reduced to 40 km/ hr. 03
Build  out  30 m side ofCorser Raised pedest rian crossing to link Medium 02 pedest rian crossing toSt reet Point  Vernon pedest rian link. Speed
provide on st reet  d iningalong Esplanade reduced to 40 km/ hr.
and or soft scaping

Moreton Raised pedest rian crossing to improve Low 02 Reduced vehicle speedSt reet connect ions from new  resident ial 03 of 20 km/ harea to the esplanade. Speed along
Esplanade reduced to 40 km/ hr.

3m w ide mobilit y04 corridor. 5m slow  dow nScarness Taylor St reet Provide formalised raised pedest rian High
zone before pedest riancrossing at  exist ing crossing point . 04 05
crossing

Leslie Lane New  raised pedest rian crossing High
Crossing node: Clear and0505 leg ib le safe wait ing zone.Torquay Macks Road New  raised pedest rian crossing from High

surf club connect ing to businesses
On St reet  parking - short01across the road. 06 term parking

ENTRY STATEMENTS

LOCATION JUSTIFICATION PRIORITY
04

Scarness Upgrade both ent ry statements to a High
formalised raised pedest rian crossing

02Urangan Upgrade 2 ent ry statements on High
Pier st reet  to a formalised raised
pedest rian crossing

03
General notes:
•  Detailed design of new  raised pedest rian

crossings to be invest igated in follow ing design
stage.

•  A ll ent ry statements to be removed and
replaced w ith formalised pedest rian crossings in
the appropriate locat ions. 06

70
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water

7m road 
corridor

SHADE TREES
New shade t rees 
proposed in build  outs

Raised zebra
crossing

20 REDUCED SPEED
20 km/ h reduced 
speed at  crossings

Build  outs either side 
of zebra crossing

INDICATIVE
PEDESTRIAN

CROSSING

SHORT TERM PARKING
Short  term parking in front  of
businesses

MOBILITY CORRIDOR
3m on road cycle - two way
lane

SHARED
2-3m shared path
through parklands

Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 71



   213 
 

 

 Item ORD 11.3.1 – Attachment 1 26 MARCH 2025 
 

 

  

BEACH ACCESS 
NODES

FRAMING
THE VIEW

OPPORTUNITIES
Along the foreshore key nodes and
views have been ident ifi ed as of
signifi cance. At  these nodes pavilions
have been designed to frame the view
and provide amenit y. The pavilions w ill
form a st rong architectural language
and ident it y along the foreshore.

Possib le integrat ion of fi sh cleaning
table at  fi shing nodes

NOTE:

Opportunit ies to be explored further
w ith Dot  Dash and Creat ive Move

EXISTING BEACH GROYNE
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MODULE A
Double skillion roof at

key nodes

PAVILION 
VARIATIONS

0
4

05

02

Developing a st rong architectural 
language along the foreshore w ill 
improve legib ilit y and create an 
ident it y.

Variat ions of ‘Module A’ have been 
developed, provid ing fl exib ilit y and 
varied uses.

NOTE:

Opportunit ies to be explored further 
w ith Dot  Dash and Creat ive Move

MODULE C
Single skillion roof

angled facing

0
2

0
1

0
4

0
2

0
3

05

0
2

0
3

05
Equitable rest  space

Space for wheelchair
view ing w ith low  height 
wall

04

0
5

Seat ing node

Minimum 2-3m clear 
path of t ravel 01

OPPORTUNITIES

04

01 Bench look out  w ith
stool seat ing. 02
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GREEN 
TRANSPORT

ESPLANADE
SHUTTLE ESPLANADE 

SHUTTLE SERVICE

GOALS
Provid ing a dedicated esplanade
shut t le service w ill help people connect
along the 17km foreshore, making
it  easier to access local businesses,
events and foreshore parklands.

OPPORTUNITIES
•  A ll-elect ric vehicles w ith zero

emissions for a cleaner Hervey Bay

•  Making it  easier to access w ith turn
up and go services - no t imetables 
needed

REGENERATION 
Natural regenerat ion

MOBILITY CORRIDOR
3m on road cycle - two way 
lane

SHARED
2-3m shared path 
through parklands

REDUCED SPEED 40
40 km/ h reduced

speed along ent ire
esplanade
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0 2 5m

1:10 0  @ A3

02

E-MOBILITY 
INFRASTRUCTURE

03

GOALS
Support ing E-mobilit y devices w ith 
appropriate infrast ructure w ill improve 
safety and public confi dence in
E-mobilit y.

E-mobilit y opt ions have the potent ial 
to compliment  the role of public 
t ransport  and provide people w ith the 
opportunity to experience the length of 
the esplanade. People can convenient ly 
access local services, creat ing 
opportunit ies for local businesses.

PRINCIPLES
•  At  regular intervals b ike/  e-scooter

and mobilit y scooter charging 
stat ions should be provided.

•  Ensure minimum w idths for turning
circles are provided.

0
2

0
1

03

03

0
1

0
2

0
3

0
4

E-scooter/ E-bike 
charging stat ion

Bike rack stat ion

E-mobility scooter 
charging stat ions

Integrated bike repair 
stat ion

FIGURE 1
E-Scooter/  E-bike 
charg ing stat ion

FIGURE 2 
Mobilit y scooter
charg ing stat ion

RENDER
Ind icat ive sketch view  of 
integrated charg ing stat ions
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LEGEND

0
1

0
2

0
3

0
4

0
5

0
6

0
7

Minimum 2m clear 
circulat ion zone

Minimum 0 .9m 
cont inuous clear path of 
t ravel. 1.1m off  property 
boundary

Build  out  to provide
on st reet  d ining and or
softscaping

2m aw ning overhead. 
3.5m aw ning clearance

Feature t rees, in 
p lant ing w ith ad jacent 
b ioretent ion garden

1.1m w idth t raders may
use either side of 0 .9m
clear path of t ravel

On St reet  parking

PLANNING 
GUIDELINE
MINIMUM STANDARD
•  Footpaths located in act ivit y nodes must

achieve a minimum w idth of 2m.

•  Footpaths outside of act ivit y nodes must
achieve a minimum w idth of 1.8m where 
achievable.

05
04

04 07

01

03

01
02

06

01

06

02

STREET
FOOTPATHS
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Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 83

LEGEND

01

02

03

04

05

06

07

Minimum 2m clear 
circulat ion zone

Minimum 0 .9m 
cont inuous clear path of 
t ravel. 1.1m off  property 
boundary

Softscaping and or on 
st reet  d ining opportunit y

2m aw ning overhead. 
3.5m aw ning clearance

Pairs of feature t rees, in 
p lant ing w ith ad jacent 
b ioretent ion garden

1.1m w idth t raders may
use either side of 0 .9m
clear path of t ravel

On St reet  parking

PLANNING 
GUIDELINE
MINIMUM STANDARD
•  Footpaths located in act ivit y nodes must

achieve a minimum w idth of 2m.

•  Footpaths outside of act ivit y nodes must
achieve a minimum w idth of 1.8m where 
achievable.

06
05

04

01

02

07

07
03

05
02

01

02

0
1

03
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R

R

U M  H E A D S  R D
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y  
S

t r
a

i t

STREET 
FOOTPATHS

SHADY 
CONNECTOR

STREETS

GOALS
Support  parking on back st reets by 
provid ing pedest rian friendly st reets.

PLANNING 
GUIDELINE
MINIMUM STANDARD
•  Footpaths outside of act ivit y nodes

must  achieve a minimum w idth of 
1.8m where achievable.

•  Key connector st reets to provide
shade t rees in the verge. Trees to be 
p lanted in groups of 2-3.

0
1

0
2

0
3

0
4

outside of act ivit y zones
and key connector
st reets

Shade t rees p lanted in
groups of 2-3

Mobilit y corridor on key
connector st reets

On St reet  parking

0
1

02

04

0
2

03
01

01

INDICATIVE SECTION OF KEY 
CONNECTOR STREET

LEGEND

Minimum 1.8m footpath
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Page intent ionally
lef t  b lank
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IN TRO DUCTIO N
The Hervey Bay Esplanade Masterp lan w ill infl uence important  factors that  create a liveable, 
at t ract ive and sustainable asset  for the enjoyment  by the Fraser Coast  community and it s visitors 
over a 20  year delivery period.

The Wayfinding and Interpret ive Signage St rategy is based on site invest igat ions, reading and 
integrat ing st rategies prepared by community groups and other key consultants and through 
communicat ion w ith council.

The st rategy is intended to demonst rate our understanding of the project  needs and 
opportunit ies and propose st rategic wayfinding and interpretat ion recommendat ions for the
Hervey Bay Esplanade.
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THE FRASER COAST
STYLE GUIDES & BRANDING 
Style guides and branding are established to 
ensure the identity of Hervey Bay is consistently 
communicated through all platforms – print, digital 
and environmental.

In recent years Council have commissioned 
several style and branding guidlines to support 
consistency accross the various Council 
departments –

– FCRC Corporate Style Guide

– FC Regional Identity Guidelines

– FCRC Parks Style Guide

– FC Economic Roadmap Guideline

– FCRC Natural Environment Styleguide

– FC Arts and Culture Strategy

Wayfinding and signage takes its cues from these 
preceeding documents.

Reviews are undertaken to evaluate the 
appropriate elements required for the specific 
needs of wayfinding and signage ie. legibility, day 
/ night, weather, sight lines, speed of travel, mode 
of travel.

Fraser Coast Arts and Culture Strategy 2022-2026  1   

WAYFINDING OBJECTIVES

The key object ives for the wayfinding st rategy and ult imate 
sign system are as follows —

UNIFYING
Consistent  expression of the ident it y and communicat ion to 
connect  dest inat ions w ithin the cit y and encourages further 
explorat ion.

INCLUSIVE
A human cent red design approach that  addresses the needs of 
locals and visitors w ith d iff ering abilit ies and backgrounds.

A UTHENTIC
Responds to Council’s brand values and the d iff erent  Hervey 
Bay environments.

SUSTA INA BLE
Uses processes and methods that  are environmentally 
sustainable.

RESILIENT
Designed to w ithstand coastal environments.

COST EFFECTIVE
Signage manufacture uses well known methodologies that  are cost 
eff ect ive to build  and update.

COMMERCIA L
Cont ributes to greater act ivit y in the cit y that  increases commercial 
interact ions for businesses.
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Fraser Coast Arts and Culture Strategy 2022-2026  1   

CO N TEXT

REGIONAL CONTEXT

Hervey Bay is situated on the Fraser Coast 
between Brisbane and Bundaberg. It  is 
situated in the center of the UNESCO- 
recognized Great  Sandy Biosphere Reserve, 
and is the gateway to the the world heritage 
listed Fraser Island.

Hervey Bay is accessib le by motor vehicles
– cars, recreat ional vehicles, t rucks, motor 
cycles, p lane and by boat  from the Coral 
Sea. There is a linked rail bus service from 
Maryborough rail stat ion and a domest ic 
airport  located in Urangan.

Understanding the context  of Hervey Bay 
w ithin the region allows insight  into where 
people are coming from and the major 
dest inat ions they t ravel to.

From Brisbane, t ravellers are d irected to
by-pass the Maryborough town cent re, t ravel 
north along the Maryborough Hervey Bay 
Road and then enter Hervey Bay via Booral 
Rd to the Urangan Boat  Harbour.

Maryborough Hervey Bay

Fraser Island River Heads
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Burrum Heads

Fro m TOOGOOM

Ch i l d e rs
Gi n  Gi n
B u n d a b e rg
Gl a d s t o n e
To  B ru c e  Hw y

S e c o n d a ry
Ve h i c u l a r En t ry

Hervey Bay

Ma jo r Ve h i c u l a r 
En t ry He rve y Bay

A 1 HOWARD
BURRUM NIKENBAH
TOWN Ma jo r Ve h i c u l a r 

En t ry

Torbanlea
SUNSHINE ACRES

BOORAL

BUNYA CREEK

River Heads

A 1

TANDORA Fraser Island
ALDERSHOT

DUNDATHU

Maryborough

Fro m
B i g g e n d e n
Ga y n d a h
Mu n d u b b e ra

A 1

Fro m
Gy m p i e
S u n s h i n e  Co a s t
B ri s b a n e
Fro m  B ru c e  Hw y

Fro m
Ti n  Ca n  B a y
Ra i n b o w  B e a c h

Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 8 5
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GENERAL IMPRESSIONS 
WHOLE OF SITE
STRENGTHS
— Relaxed, beach town, fishing village feel

— Energy from a vibrant mix of people

— Bright blue water & vibrant colours

— Relaxed, well maintained parklands

— Highquality, well maintained footpaths

— Remarkable heritage and history

— Forward thinking and pro-active local council

— Decentralised urban model being updated ie. 
Council offices being moved into CBD

WEAKNESSES
— No clear distinction between the Esplanade 
villages

— Lack of imformative directional signage 

— Pedestrian and cycle connections are not well 
highlighted, 

— Distances between key points of interest not 
identified

— Lack of cohesive interpretive signage at key points 
relating to environment and history

— Wayfinding from the Esplanade to major     
attractors including the CBD is poor

— No directional connections to the ‘high street’ 

— No clear sense of a town centre

USER GRO UPS

W HO LIVES HERE?
THE LOCALS
Once a sleepy fi shing village, People are now 
choosing to live in Hervey Bay for it s care-free, 
relaxed communit y led lifestyle.

According to a number of Hervey Bay st rategy 
documents the populat ion of Hervey Bay
is rapid ly expanding. The area’s populat ion
grow th is a sign that  people are choosing to 
set t le down in Hervey Bay rather than just 
come for a holiday or a short  visit .

A  snapshot  of the populat ion includes –

– Butchulla communit y

– Young families

– Seniors

– Ret irees

– People living w ith a d isabilit y

– Carers

– Boat ies

– Fishers

– School children

_ Parents w ith young children

– Working professionals

– Art ist s

– Students

– Internat ional students

Mobilit y scooter convoy in Scarness

Butchulla Community Children at  Wetside Waterpark
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Fishing on The Urangan Pier Art ists

Boat ies

Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 8 7
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Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 95

W HO VISITS HERE?
TOURISTS
Hervey Bay has long been renowned as the W hale 
Watching capital of the world and equally famous 
for the nearby Heritage World Listed Fraser Island.

Once tourist s arrive however, Hervey Bays appeal is 
expanded to include a p lethora of water and land 
based act ivit ies for young and old including –

— fi shing

— boat ing – launching and mooring

— sw imming

— sailing

— snorkelling and d iving,

— kayaking

— walking and rid ing t rails

In recent  years there has also been an increased 
role in facilit at ing art s, historical and cultural 
act ivit ies in the Fraser Coast  region. Lively fest ivals, 
new  and improved art s infrast ructure and and 
cultural events are becoming a major tourist 
at t ractor.

Camp ground facilit ies

Fishing on one of the many Esplanade jet t ys Hervey Bay water act ivit ies
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W hale watching Hervey Bay Regional Gallery

Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 8 9
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BRA N D IN G

Fraser Coast
Economic Roadmap

Building Better Communities 
Beyond 2030

Brand Guideline

Regional Identity Guidelines

Fraser Coast
P a r k s   S t y l e g u i d e

July 2014    Fraser Coast Parks Styleguide    Reference #2517887v1-allisond
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CO MMUN ITY CO N SIDERATIO N S

COMMUNITY PRIORITIES 
FOR WAYFINDING
Exist ing reports /  st rategies highlight   a number of
key wayfinding considerat ions and priorit ies that  the 
Hervey Bay communit y are keen to implement .

Hervey Bay Esplanade - Community Consultation 20 19 
A diverse group of 36 people from the Fraser
Coast  Region have gathered informat ion via visual
inspect ion of the Esplanade area, listening to key 
speakers, communit y surveys, online collaborat ion 
and extensive panel d iscussion. Through these 
invest igat ions the group have developed visions, 
princip les and recommendat ions for the future of 
the Esplanade.

FCRC - Active Travel Strategy 20 20
The St rategy delivers act ions that  focus on policy,

What is your vision
for the Esplanade and

how do we balance the
differing needs now and

for the next 20 years?

Prepared for Fraser Coast Regional Council

Community Panel Report
23 June 2019

init iat ives and iInfrast ructure to deliver key outcomes of 
improving act ive t ravel part icipat ion rates and network 
connect ivit y.

FC Arts & Culture Strategy 20 22 - 20 26
This st rategy draws upon the fi ndings and outcomes 
from a sector-led and communit y focussed stakeholder 
engagement  program. The process has included input 
from 80 0  people via survey, consultat ion meet ings w ith 
various departments w ithin Council and other 
stakeholders, and from 27 Arts & Culture Ambassadors 
and their extended communit y conversat ions.

KEY PRIORITIES FOR WAYFINDING
— Uniform signage along the whole 
esplanade

— Both audio and visual signage at  key 
points along the walking t rail including 
main precinct  areas

— Informat ive signage at  historical/ 
cultural points of interest

— Colour coded signage to diff erent iate 
between cultural or historical.

— Pathway upgrades, boardwalks and 
recreat ion pathway light ing

— Increase the at t ract iveness of the 
Esplanade, and enhance Hervey Bay, as a 
tourist  dest inat ion using d ig ital devices

— Use artwork and designs to represent 
the heritage and essence of Hervey Bay 
and of each village.

KEY PRIORITIES FOR WAYFINDING
— Key routes shall be connected to 
ensure that  links w ithin the act ive 
t ravel network connect  via other links.

—Isolated act ive t ravel connect ions 
w ill be avoided where possib le.

— The act ive t ravel network shall be 
both intuit ive and direct , w ith links 
that  are  easy to navigate.

— Highlight  a clear act ive t ravel 
network hierachy

KEY PRIORITIES FOR WAYFINDING
— Community ident it y through arts, 
community access and involvement , 
connect ing to community

— Diversit y – of what  is available and 
of the ways arts/ culture promote 
inclusion and diversit y

— Visib ilit y of Butchulla and 
Indigenous culture and spaces/ places 
to experience Indigenous arts and 
culture

— Use of outdoor spaces for events – 
public arts,murals, tours, amenity

Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 9 1

Hervey Bay Esplanade
Community Consultation 2019
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Village Thresholds

Key Destinations

Major Decision Points

LEGEND

Gatakers Bay
- Fishing Spot

SITE V ISIT

INVESTIGATION
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POINT 
VERNON
DESTINATIONS 
& CIRCULATION

M
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T

BANKSIA ST

CORSER ST

THE ESPLANADE

THE E
SPLANADE

THE ESPLANADE

CORFIELD ST

MARTIN ST

Robert Campbell
Memorial Park

Esa Park

Col Gardiner 
Memorial Park

Point Vernon
Foreshore Reserve

Banksia Park

Blackstump Park

Gatakers Bay
Foreshore Reserve

Paraweena Park

Big 4 HB Holiday Park

Sunlodge Oceanfront 
Tourist Park

The Gables

Gatakers Bay

PIALBA

POINT VERNON

A 15KM ESPLANADE

Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 9 3
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PIALBA
DESTINATIONS 
& CIRCULATION
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W AYFIN D IN G LA N D  USE

SITE CONTEXT
Hervey Bay is broadly d ivided into fi ve major land
uses

— Accomodat ion /  Resident ial

— Hervey Bay Cit y LEGEND

— Hervey Bay Marina

— Mixed Use /  Services Point Vernon

— Reserve /  Golf Course /  Future Resident ial

Hervey Bay Esplanade 

Village Boundaries

Accomodat ion /  Resident ial

Hervey Bay City

Hervey Bay Marina

Mixed Use /  Services

Reserve /  Golf Course / 
Future Resident ial

Pialba

Scarness
Torquay Urangan
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THE ESPLANADE

Point  Vernon

POINT VERNON
A place to connect  w ith nature

Wetside, Pialba

PIALBA
A place for adventure

LEGEND

Hervey Bay Esplanade 

Village Thresholds

Beach Hotel, Scarness

SCARNESS
A place to p lay - night  and day

TORQUAY
A place for health and wellbeing URANGAN

A place for p ier culture

SLSC, Torquay

Urangan Pier

THE VILLAGES
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W AYFIN D IN G CIRCULATIO N

CIRCULATION
The circulat ion map shows key pedest rian, cycle 
and vehicular links w ithin the context  of the 
Esplanade and villages. This p lan w ill cont ribute to 
priorit ising pathways and informat ion p lanning in

Point
5 .25  km

t he wayfi nding st rategy.

WALKING DISTANCE / 
TIME
Walking d istances are included  to make walking 
to key dest inat ions and facilit ies more achievable. 
As d istances are often misunderstood signage 
would show  walking t imes instead of d istances. 
Walking t imes are based on the follow ing 
equat ion:

Point Vernon/ Pialba 
Threshold

Point Vernon 1.6  km

LEGEND

Hervey Bay Esplanade

Rail Trail

Major Vehicular Connect ions 

Pedest rian Connect ions

Wetside  Waterpark
80 meters d istance = approximately 1 minute 1 km

Pialba/ Scarness

Tavistock
St
440 m

Tourquay/Urangan 
Threshold

Pier

60 0  m Scarness
Je tty
865 m

Scarness/
Tourquay
Threshold
Denmans
Camp Rd
430 m

Bideford
St
60 0  m

Hervery Bay 
SLSC

1.2  km

Dayman Park
645  m

Pialba

Scarness
Torquay Urangan Hervey Bay 

Boat Club

Sunset

walking
Threshold 1.75  km

785  m
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THE ESPLANADE
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Mary to Bay Rail Trail

Coastal walks Access to water

Regional b ike links Accessib ilt y for all users

Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 9 7
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Dayman Park

Reef World Aquarium

Pier Markets

 Sea Wall

Rail Trail

HB Botanic Gardens

Quota Park

Urangan Pier

Harbour View 
Caravan park

Pier Caravan Park

Urangan Boat Harbour

Fishermans Wharf Marina

Urangan Fisheries

Whale Bay Harbour 
Accomodation

HB Boat Club

TORQUAY URANGAN

DESTIN ATIO N  HIERA CHY

DESTINATION 
HIERACHY
The dest inat ion hierarchy is intended 
to list  all public dest inat ions that 
should be shown in wayfi nding 
informat ion including d irect ional 
signage and maps. It  focuses on
all Council assets and facilit ies but
also other public services that  must 
be visib le in the public realm such 
as police stat ions, hospitals, public 
t ransport  stops, dest inat ion parks, 
toilet s.

Addit ional locat ions and dest inat ions 
of interest  that  are not  located w ithin 
Point  Vernon, Pialba, Scarness, 
Torquay or Urangan but  should be

Point Vernon
A place  to conne ct with nature
Gatakers Bay – Fishing

Pialba
A place  for adve nture
Wetside  Water Park
Adventurside  - all abilities playground 
Skateside  Skate  Prk
Seafront Oval
Access to CBD

Scarness
A place  to play - night and day
Scarness Jetty – Fishing Spot 
Beach House  Hote l
Queens Rd Restaurant Precinct
Enzos on the  Beach

Torquay
A place  for he alth and we llbe ing
Torquay Beach
Torquay Je tty – Fishing Spot
HB Surf Life  Saving Club
HB Sailing Club
Tavistock St Restaurant Precinct 

Biedford St Restaurant Precinct 
Denmans Camp Rd Restaurant
Precinct

Urangan
A place  for pie r culture
Sea Wall
Fraser Lion Park Restaurant Precinct 
Historic Pier – Fishing Spot
Pier Markets
Reef World Aquarium
Dayman Park
Whale  Bay Marina - Accomodation 
HB Boat Club
Urangan Boat Harbour/ Boat Ramp
Urangan Fisheries
Fishermans Wharf Marina

ind icated on on wayfi nding devices
may include –

Se condary De stinations  & Facilitie s

— Surrounding regional towns and 
suburbs

— Hervey Bay Hospital

— Hervey Bay Tafe

— Hervey Bay Aquat ic Cent re

Parks
Caravan Parks 
Playgrounds

Parks
Caravan Parks 
Playgrounds

Parks
Caravan Parks 
Playgrounds

Parks
Caravan Parks 
Playgrounds

Parks
Caravan Parks 
Playgrounds 
Schools

Surrounding De stinations

HB Neighbourhood Centre
City Park
HB Regional Art Gallery 
University of Sunshine  Coast 
Future Library and Admin Centre 
HB RSL
HB PCYC
HB Golf Club
Rail Trail
HB State  High School
Pialba State  School

HB Police  Station
HB Historical Village  and Museum 
Z PAC Theatre
Rail Trail
HB Bowls Club

Torquay State School 
Rail Trail
HB Fire  Station

HB Botanic Gardens 
HB Airport
Rail Trail

Key De stinations
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KEY DESTINATIONS

LEGEND
Pedestrian & Vehicular 
Connect ions

Village Thresholds 

Major Decision Points

Point Vernon

Access to CBD 

Wetside  Water Park Seafront Oval

Skateside Skatepark 

Adventureside  Park

Enzos on the  Beach

Scarness Jetty  - Fishing Spot

Beach House  Hote l

Queens Rd
Restaurant Precinct

Denhams Camp Rd 
Restaurant Precint

Torquay Beach

Tavistock St 
Restaurant Precint

Torquay Jetty - Fishing Spot 

HB Sailing Club

Urangan Pier

Whale  Bay
Harbour Accomodation

Reef World Aquarium

Dayman Park

Pier Markets

Pialba

Scarness

Bideford St 
Restaurant Precint

Torquay

HB Surf Life 
Saving Club

HB Boat Club 

Fishermans Wharf Marina
Urangan

Urangan Fisheries

Urangan Boat Harbour

Sea Wall
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LEGEND

Key Dest inat ions

Secondary Dest inat ions 
and facilit ies

Surrounding

Major Decision 
Point
Minor Decision

Village Threshold 
Arrival Point

Arrival Nodes 

Secondary

Pedest rian Path along
the Esplanade

The Rail Trail

Key Vehicular Routes 

Pedest rian Connect ions
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FFL

1000mm

2000mm

 Interpretive Public Artwork
• Scale varies, subject to interpretation theme and artist. 
• Subject to development of the public art strategy

8  t o  1 0  m i n u t e s

Interpretive Trail Marker
• destination name
• distance information

Interpretive Sign
• local area knowledge
• historical stories
• flora & fauna information

Regulatory Sign
• behavioural information
• Council regulations

60m

POINT VERNON

PIALBA

LEGEND

Key Dest inat ions

Secondary Dest inat ions 
and facilit ies

Surrounding Dest inat ions

The Pines Park

Boyne  Martin 
Memorial Park

Major Decision Point 

Minor Decision Point

Village Threshold 
Arrival Point

HB Golf Club

Pialba State  School

Pialba Tourist Park

Wetside  Water Park

Access to CBD

Seafront Oval

Skateside  Skatepark

PIALBA SCARNESS

Arrival Nodes

Facilit ies

Adventureside Park 
Freedom Park

Future  Library 
& Admin Centre

Pedest rian Path along 
the Esplanade

HB Neighbourhood
Centre

HB RSL

The Rail Trail

Key Vehicular Routes 

Pedest rian Connect ions

HB State  High School City Park

HB Regional Gallery

University of the 
Sunshine  Coast

Pialba Place 
Shopping Centre

HB Rail Trail

HB PCYC

HB Rail Trail
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SCARNESS
DESTINATIONS
& CIRCULATION

PIALBA TORQUAY

LEGEND

Key Dest inat ions Scarness Jetty

Secondary Dest inat ions

SCARNESS TORQUAY

and facilit ies

Surrounding

Major Decision 
Point
Minor Decision

HB Historical Village 
& Museum

Z PAC Theatre
Beach House  Hote l

Enzos on the  Beach

Fraser Coast Beachfront 
Tourist Park - Scarness

Queens Rd 
Restaurant Precinct

Village Threshold
Arrival Point HB Rail Trail

Arrival Nodes 

Secondary

Pedest rian Path along
the Esplanade

The Rail Trail

Key Vehicular Routes 

Pedest rian Connect ions

HB Bowls Club

HB Police  Station Fraser Coast Holiday Park
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SIGN FAMILY
BASED ON AN INFORMATION 
HEIRACHY
A successful wayfinding package is based upon a 
holistic approach. The wayfinding strategy informs 
all aspects of the project and is fundamental to the 
development of an Information Hierarchy –ie a system 
which organises information into component parts.

It is of paramount importance that these elements are 
established before the creative concept – the look and 
feel of the signs is undertaken.

DIGITAL WAYFINDING
Digital wayfinding can deliver engaging visitor 
experiences by providing useful information in real-
time. The QR code may link to apps that provide 
guidance based on specific user abilities and the user 
of beacon technology for users to receive location 
based information. 

QR Code

TORQUAY
DESTINATIONS 
& CIRCULATION

LEGEND

Key Dest inat ions

SCARNESS TORQUAY

Bill Fraser Park

Torquay Jetty
HB Surf Life 
Saving Club

Ron Beaton 
Memorial Park

Secondary Dest inat ions 
and facilit ies Bideford St 

Restaurant Precint

Ernie Organ Park 

HB Sailing Club

Fraser Coast Beachfront 
Tourist Park - Torquay

Surrounding Dest inat ions 

Major Decision Point

Minor Decision Point

Denhams Camp Rd 
Restaurant Precint Tavistock St She lly Becah Caravan Park

Restaurant Precint

Village Threshold 
Arrival Point

Arrival Nodes 

Facilit ies

Pedest rian Path along
the Esplanade

The Rail Trail

Key Vehicular Routes 

Pedest rian Connect ions

Torquay State  School HB Fire  Station

HB Rail Trail

Discovery Park Caravan 
Park Fraser St

The  Palms Caravan Park

TORQUAY URANGAN

Neilsens Park Torquay Beach
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TORQUAY URANGAN

Quota Park

DESTINATIONS 
& CIRCULATION

LEGEND

Key Dest inat ions

Secondary Dest inat ions 
and facilit ies

Surrounding

Major Decision 
Point

Sea Wall

Pier Caravan Park

Urangan Pier

Pier Markets

Minor Decision

Village Threshold 
Arrival Point

Arrival Nodes 

Secondary

Pedest rian Path along

HB Botanic Gardens

Reef World Aquarium

Dayman Park

the Esplanade

The Rail Trail

Key Vehicular Routes 

Pedest rian Connect ions

Rail Trail Whale  Bay Harbour
Accomodation

Urangan Boat Harbour

HB Boat Club

Harbour View
Caravan park Fishermans Wharf Marina

Urangan Fisheries

URANGAN
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Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN

Reflectance contrast 30% LRV minimum

WAYFINDING RECOMMENDATIONS
AREA FINDINGS WAYFINDING DISCUSSION /  RECOMMENDATIONS

Dest inat ion Hierachy

Village Ent ry Thresholds

Pedest rian Links f rom 
Esplanade to surrounding 
dest inat ions

Distance

Vehicle Direct ions

A list  of key and secondary dest inat ions, public facilit ies and 
surrounding dest inat ions has been established for the Hervey Bay 
esplanade.

There is no announcement  at  the threshold of each village. A  village 
threshold marker announces that  you are entering a new  village w hich 
signifi es progress and preparat ion for arrival at  a dest inat ion.

W hile some vehicular d irect ional signs exist  along the esplanade and 
there are some dest inat ion signs, we d id not  see very many pedest rian 
wayfi nd ing devices such as maps or d irect ional signs. Key pedest rian 
connect ions back to surrounding dest inat ions such as the CBD are not 
clear or do not  exist .

Circulat ion paths and dest inat ions along the Esplanade have no signage 
ind icat ing d istances and walking t imes to and from major points of 
interest .

Many key dest inat ions do not  have adequate vehicle d irect ional signs 
from nearby major roads and consequent ly are not  know n or accessed.

The villages and major points of interest  w ithin each village should
be highlighted as key dest inat ions. Seconday dest inat ions are parks, 
caravan parks, and p laygrounds as well as facilit ies. Surrounding 
dest inat ions are located away from the Esplanade but  should be 
d irected to from the Esplanade.

At  each village threshold there should be an ident ifi cat ion marker 
naming the village and key dest inat ions that  visitors w ill fi nd w ithin that 
village.

Propose informat ion signs w ith map, ident ifi cat ion signs, d irect ional 
signs and d istance markers w ith walking t imes at  key arrival locat ions 
and decision p ioints.

Propose local t rail markers show ing key d istances and t ime it  t akes
to t ravel to key locat ions. Distances can also be added to informat ion 
signage.

A vehicle d irect ional signage system should be used jud iciously at  key 
decision points to d irect  drivers to these dest inat ions w hile avoid ing 
addit ional st reet  clut ter.

Vehicle Direct ions There are a range of MUTCD guide and tourist  signs that  d irect  to
major public services, dest inat ions and recreat ion sites. There are 
also frequent  signs used for advert ising ( including d irect ions) around 
Hervey Bay.
Many vehicle d irect ional signs have been accumulated over t ime and 
are visually uncoord inated and clut tered.

There is an opportunit y to review  a rat ionalise clut tered MUTCD signs.

10 6
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COASTAL PATHWAY SIGNAGE STYLE GUIDE • RFG 20802/2COASTAL PATHWAY SIGNAGE STYLE GUIDE • RFG 20802/2

Issue A • Date 27.01.2012

MAP STANDARDS

Site arrival map

Maps on signs should be orientated to suit the direction 

the viewer is facing. This map is made up of two elements:

(i) You Are Here Map

(ii) Contextual Map with Legend and Logo

Both elements are to be used together when developing 

maps for the Site Arrival signs.

This map is pedestrian focused and is to encompass the 

geographic area of the key urban precinct within the town 

or city. The following is to be shown:

• You are Here locator

• Coastal Pathway

• parks and greenspace along the pathway

• beach areas along with elements of the ocean

• lakes, rivers and creeks

• primary networks roads and secondary streets and lanes

• all Council facilities and assets with pictograms

• transport hubs with pictograms and message

Site arrival map

Where a beach is patrolled by Surf Life Saving Queensland 

– The (PPB) pictogram should be located on the map 

above and left justified with the beach name. 

Sunshine Coast Council logo

The Logo should be reproduced on maps only. When using 

the map for printed collateral such as brochures, then the 

logo is to be accompanied with the phone number and 

web site.

Section B – GRAPHIC STANDARDS

AREA FINDINGS WAYFINDING DISCUSSION /  RECOMMENDATIONS

Surrounding Dest inat ions

Mary to Bay Rail Trail

Cyclist  Signage

Notab le Dest inat ions

There are very few  wayfi nd ing devices point ing to key surrounding 
locat ions and consequent ly these are not  being accessed. This includes 
the Hervey Bay CBD and The Marina.

There are signs for the MBC but  not  an adequate number.  These signs 
are important  to encourage easeful b icycle t ravel.

There was lit t le on-road cyclist  signage around the cit y.

This includes key dest inat ions, public sites and  services throughout 
Hervey Bay

Connect ions to key surrounding dest inat ions should be clearly 
highlighted through a range of devices including signs, banners, light ing, 
art  and dynamic d ig ital informat ion for events.

A detailed review  of the exist ing signs w ith the Act ive Travel St rategy 
should be completed. Addit ional sign t ypes should be installed.

A detailed review  of the exist ing signs w ith the Act ive Travel St rategy 
should be completed. Addit ional sign t ypes should be installed.

A ll of dest inat ions should be ident ifi ed as part  of the Hervey Bay family 
of dest inat ions incorporat ing the brand and signage guidelines.
Standard welcome and advice w ill be determined that  applies at  each 
site as well as site specifi c informat ion.

Regulatory advice - coastal / 
parks /  reserves  /  marina

Dig it al Wayfi nd ing

Interpretat ion - Indigenous 
cult ure

Interpretat ion - Non 
ind igenous cult ure

Interpretat ion - Ecology

There are a large number of sign t ypes that  are installed progressively 
by Council and other authorit ies. These can clut ter a site and may be 
ignored by visitors. Often these signs project  an authoritarian tone 
advising of prohib ited act ivit ies rather than a posit ive empathet ic tone.

Used appropriately d ig ital wayfi nd ing creates unique opportunit ies for 
the personalsat ion of the user journeys. This could be used along the 
Esplanade.

Interpret ive signage lacking.

Interpret ive signage lacking.

Interpret ive signage lacking.

Signs should be developed in a consistent  graphic style and imagery 
and posit ive, empathet ic tone of voice.
Text  messages should be kept  to a minimum. Images and symbols 
should be used that  are universally understood.

Opportunity to include QR Codes on wayfi nd ing devices or use dynamic 
d ig ital d isp lay/ not iceboards.

These signs types w ill need to be developed in consultat ion w ith the 
Butchulla communit y or make allowances for input  by them.

Determine all sites that  can be interpreted and created into exist ing 
t rails.
Trails should be easily mapped w ith numbered interpretat ion points and 
included on each panel.

We would aim to design appropriate sign styles for interpretat ion.
Does Council have an Interpretat ion policy around this that  determines 
w hat  should be presented and underlying themes of preservat ion and 
custodianship?

Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 10 7
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MAP DESIGN APPROACH
The map design should convey the essential 
information to the viewer while still expressing 
place making values and the Hervey Bay personality 
through the use of colour, texture, text, pictograms 
and illustrations. 

© Dot Dash Pty Ltd   ABN 27 010 951 443   Phone +617 3896 6600   dotdash.com.au 1[PROJECT NAME] • [PHASE] [ISSUE VERSION] • CONCEPT ONLY NOT FOR PRODUCTION • 00 MONTH 2019

Visual Language
Mapping Exemplars

SCHEMATIC W AYFIN D IN G SIGN A GE

WAYFINDING SIGN FAMILY
ALONG THE ESPLANADE
The follow ing wayfi nding sign t ypes and sign locat ions 
are indicat ive only. The future detailed design and 
documentat ion of signs would form a Signage Guidelines 
manual which w ill guide accurate sign p lanning and 
procurement  by a Council representat ive or consultant .

The proposed wayfinding sign system w ill include but  is 
not  lim ited to the follow ing sign t ypes

— Informat ion Signs /  Informat ion Map Signs

— Ident ifi cat ion Signs

— Direct ional Signs

— Regulatory Signs

30 0 0 m m

20 0 0 m m

10 0 0 m m

60m

FFL

Wayfind ing  Tra il Ma rke r 
• d e s t ina t io n  na m e
• d is t a nce  in fo rm a t io n

In fo rm a t io n  Ma p  Sig n
• s ite  id e n t ific a t io n
• d ire c t io na l in fo rm a t io n
• lo ca l m a p p ing  and  re g io na l o rie n t a t io n 
• illum ina t io n

Id e n t ific a t io n  Sig n 
• key d e st ina t io n  nam e 
• b e havio ura l a d vice

Dire c t io na l F ing e r Po s t
• fre e s t a nd ing  p o s t  w ith  fixing  d e t a ils
• d ire c t io na l in fo rm a t io n
• co ns id e r illum ina t io n

10 8
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THE CLIFFS BOARDWALK
Client Queensland Government Project Services  Scope Pedestrian
and Cycleway Signage and Environmental Graphics  Timeframe 1995-97

© Dot Dash

[Clockwise from top left] information map sign, identification 
sign, public art procurement, and paving patterns.

INDICATIVE WAYFINDING 
SIGNAGE LOCATIONS
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La rg e
g ra p hic  im ag e

Site
id e nt ific a t io n

Dire c tio nal 
info rm a t io n

Lo ca l
a re a  m a p

Pre ca st
co ncre te  o r
t im b e r b a se

30 0 0 m m

20 0 0 m m

10 0 0 m m

FFL

In fo rm a t io n  Sig n Sid e  Vie w
Fro n t  Vie w

QR Code

Mult ilingual 
t ranslat ion

Online
community

Dig ital
installat ions

Dynamic 
digital display/ 
not iceboard

Online surveys

Guided
Interpret ive

Interact ive wayfi nding

Wayfi nding Apps

Image recognit ion

Accessib ilit y

Augmented
realit y

Downloadable
content
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FFL

1000mm

2000mm

Information Map Sign
• site identification
• directional information
• local mapping and regional orientation
• illumination

Identification Sign
• key destination name
• behavioural advice

Directional Finger Post
• freestanding post with fixing details
• directional information
• consider illumination

 Interpretive Public Artwork
• Scale varies, subject to interpretation theme and artist. 
• Subject to development of the public art strategy

FFL

1000mm

2000mm

3000mm

8 t o 1 0 m i n u t e s

Interpretive Trail Marker
• destination name
• distance information

Wayfinding Trail Marker
• destination name
• distance information

Interpretive Sign
• local area knowledge
• historical stories
• flora & fauna information

Regulatory Sign
• behavioural information
• Council regulations

60m

60m

Page intent ionally
lef t  b lank
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A CCESSIB IL ITY

ACCESSIBILITY
Clear communicat ion of wayfi nding informat ion
should be invit ing, accessib le and legib le to all
user groups, including those w ith a d isabilit y.

This can be achieved through applying Aust ralian
accessib ilit y standards and the follow ing
st rategies to address the needs of all users.

— Minimum30  %luminance/ colour cont rast  values
between base colour, text  and p ictograms 1830

— Highly legib le font  for wayfi nding

Minimum 30% luminance contrast

— Appropriate text  sizes for required reading 
d istances

— Funct ional p ictograms to support  text
messages

— Relevant  user pictograms to support  text 
messages

— Clear and consistent  message layouts/ graphic 
zones

— Appropriate sign placement  for opt imum 
view ing

— Braille and tact ile graphics where mandated

Fraser Coast  Regional Council to advise on the 
current  accessibilit y policy in regards to Aust ralian 
Standard 1428.1 & 1428.2 Design for Access
and Mobilit y (Parts 1 and 2) and the Disabilit y
Discriminat ion Act  (Access to Premises).

1872

170 9

1550

1227

729

0 mm

Re quire d vie wing 
distance  (m)

2m
4m
6m
8m
12m
15m
25m
35m
40 m
50 m

Minimum he ight of le tte rs (mm) 
(cap X-he ight)

6mm
12mm
20 mm
25mm
40 mm
50 mm
80 mm
10 0 mm
130 mm
150 mm

AS1428 .2-1992 - Figure  30
Zone s for vie wing and for common vie wing

AS1428 .2-1992 - Table  3 
He ight of le tte rs for varying 
re quire d vie wing distance s

A
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INTERPRETATION
There is an opportunity to express themes and stories 
about Hervey Bay through interpretation elements 
that are integrated into the built environment and 
landscape. These themes and stories can explore 
all aspects of the history and culture of the town as 
well as the diverse ecology of the ocean and land 
environments.

Interpretation may be didactic. That is, it provides 
simple objective facts and information about a 
place, past events, or ecologies that raise awareness.
Information is absorbed by reading and may promote 
specific actions or behaviours, such as encouraging 
the preservation of the natural environment.

Or it may be impressionistic, such as a landmark 
public artwork that celebrates site specific themes in 
a prominent location. People may interact with these 
elements to fully experience them.

Or interpretation may be both didactic and 
impressionistic providing both information, emotional 
connections and create curiosity through texts, 
images,forms, shapes, materials and lighting that fully 
engage the senses.

All forms of interpretation are appropriate to Hervey 
Bay and they all contribute to a richer and more 
memorable visitor experience.

Three key curatorial themes have been established 
through the Hervey Bay Artwork strategy within this 
document.

• The Badtjala peoples: Into Deep Time

• The Environmental Futures: Caring for Country

• Sovereignty and Settlers: Shared histories in this
place

These themes should be incorporated into the 
wayfinding and interpretive response.

Braille and t act le signs

Relevant  user p ictograms

de Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 113
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MA PPIN G

INFORMATION MAP SIGN
Map design is a crit ical part  of the wayfi nding 
st rategy. Maps are intended to communicate 
substant ial informat ion in a d iagrammat ic, accessib le 
and expressive way.

Maps should provide visitors w ith choices so that 
they can manage their t ime and experiences.

Maps encourage and enhance act ive t ravel through 
walking and cycling.

A  key design criteria for all maps is to d isplay
the map as ‘heads up’ so it  aligns w ith the
viewers orientat ion and can be matched w ith the 
surrounding context  and landmarks.Typical Maps

Of specifi c importance in Hervey Bay is to show  the 
d istance along the Esplanade and walking t imes to 
points of interest .

W hole of  Cit y Map - Used when arriving into the 
Cit y at  key locat ions. Provides a b ig p icture view  to 
g ive greater awareness of the off erings in Hervey 
Bay. It  has a tourism and recreat ion focus.

Village Maps – Used in conjunct ion w ith the Cit y 
map, it  shows the immediate surrounds in a village

7
1

72
Tooway
Cre e k

Pe re g ian

Ma rcoola

such as Torquay and Urangan. It  may also show
surrounding areas.

Interpretat ion /  Heritage Trails – Ident ifi es locat ions 
for all heritage points along the t rail.

you a re  he re

Me moria l
Park

Wickham
Point Patrolled Beach

Touris t Information

72
Beach Access

Bribie  Is land

69

70

15.6km
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Information Map Sign
• site identification
• directional information
• local mapping and regional orientation
• illumination

Identification Sign
• key destination name
• behavioural advice

Directional Finger Post
• freestanding post with fixing details
• directional information
• consider illumination

FFL

1000mm

2000mm

3000mm

8 t o 1 0 m i n u t e s

Interpretive Trail Marker
• destination name
• distance information

Wayfinding Trail Marker
• destination name
• distance information

60m

60m

FFL

1000mm

2000mm

Information Map Sign
• site identification
• directional information
• local mapping and regional orientation
• illumination

Identification Sign
• key destination name
• behavioural advice

Directional Finger Post
• freestanding post with fixing details
• directional information
• consider illumination

 Interpretive Public Artwork
• Scale varies, subject to interpretation theme and artist. 
• Subject to development of the public art strategy

FFL

1000mm

2000mm

3000mm

8 t o 1 0 m i n u t e s

Wayfinding Trail Marker
• destination name
• distance information

Interpretive Sign
• local area knowledge
• historical stories
• flora & fauna information

Regulatory Sign
• behavioural information
• Council regulations

60m
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Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 45

MATERIA L  & FO RM

MATERIALS
For wayfi nding signage and interpret ive elements,
base materials are refi ned from the FCRC parks
and style guide and evaluated on appropriate
elements required for the specifi c needs of
wayfi nding and signage.

Two core materials have been established.

GALVANISED AND
STAINLESS STEEL
— St ructural elements e.g. posts and frames,
polished fi nish

— can be powdercoated or 2 pack painted

— Can incorporate colours

— Suitable for outdoor and coastal environments

— Can easily house d ig ital screens if  required

— Cost  eff ect ive

— Low  to no maintenance

— Easily sourced
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TIMBER AND DETAILS
— St ructural elements e.g. posts

— Character elements e.g. panels, raw  edges,
rout ing text  and pat terns, cladding

— Suitable for outdoor and coastal environments

— A llowed to age to minimise maintenance

— Able to be combined w ith other materials e.g.
steel and painted panels

— Notches, connect ions w ith st ructure and
panels, colour applied, foot ings, hardware

— Suitable for outdoor applicat ion

— Non-t reated

— St ructural t imbers to have ‘T b lade st irrup’
foot ings or similar

— Top end grain on posts to be capped or cut  at
angle to negate water damage

Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 117
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LA N GUA GE

DUAL LANGUAGE
Dual language signage is a simple yet  eff ect ive 
way to promote the t radit ional language. Signs 
that  display language acknow ledge the t radit ional 
owners of an area and can be used as an 
educat ional tool.

Wayfi nding devices may feature the t radit ional 
stories of p lace, or greet ings agreed on by 
Butchulla elders. Dig ital signage in this respect 
can also provide opportunit ies to provide more 
targeted wayfi nding informat ion using,

— links to websites

— audio recordings of how  to pronounce 
t radit ional words

— links to learn more about  Butchulla language 
and culture

Dual language also –

– Creates posit ive message

– Creates equal foot ing

– Creates individual voice through t ype style, 
weight  and colour

The preferred approach is to use Butchulla 
language fi rst  followed by Aust ralian Standard 
English.

Galangoor d jali!
Galangoor

Good day, welcome!
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TONE OF VOICE
Language on public signage cont ributes to a users 
experience part icularly in a recreat ional environment . 
Finding a tone of voice refl ects an understanding of 
the users and choosing the right  language to reach 
that  audience.

Mot ivat ional - inspires people

Educat ional - informs people

Collegiate - chat t y and informal

Serious and formal
“An error has occurred.”

St raight  forward and Casual:
“ We’re sorry, but  we’re experiencing a prob lem

You have arr ived !

Respect ful and mat ter of fact :
“ We apolog ise, but  we are experiencing a prob lem

Casual and enthusiast ic:
“ Oops! We’re sorry, but  we’re experiencing a prob lem 
on our end.”

St ay  on t he t rai l  and 
help  sust ain our f rag i le

env ironm ent

Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 119
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IN TERPRETIV E FRA MEW O RK

Didactic
Requires consultation, research and writing 
– Signs
– Information
– Facts
– Stories
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Impressionistic
Community consultation, commissioning artists
– Site specific artworks
– Patterns / textures in environment
– Collaboration within design disciplines

Hervey Bay Esplanade Master Plan  DRAFT MASTER PLAN 121
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SCHEMATIC IN TERPRETIV E SIGN A GE

INTERPRETIVE SIGN FAMILY
ALONG THE ESPLANADE

The follow ing interpret ive sign t ypes and sign locat ions are
indicat ive only. The future detailed design and documentat ion
of signs would form a Signage Guidelines manual which w ill
guide accurate sign p lanning and procurement  by a Council
representat ive or consultant .

The proposed interpret ive sign system w ill include but  is not
lim ited to the follow ing sign t ypes

— Interpret ive Indigenous signs

— Interpret ive non-Indigenous signs

— Interpret ive ecological and historical  signs

— Interpret ive public artwork

20 0 0 m m

10 0 0 m m

60m

FFL

In te rp re t ive  Tra il Ma rke r 
•  d e s t ina t io n  na m e
•  d is t a nce  in fo rm a t io n

In t e rp re t ive  Sig n
• lo c a l a re a  know le d g e
• h is to ric a l s to rie s
• flo ra  & fa una  info rm a t io n

In t e rp re t ive  Pub lic  Art wo rk
• Sca le  va rie s , sub je c t  to  in te rp re t a t io n  t he m e  a nd  a rt is t .
• Sub je c t  to  d eve lo p m e n t  o f t he  p ub lic  a rt  s t ra te g y

Re g u la t o ry  Sig n
• b e havio ura l in fo rm a t io n
• Co unc il re g u la t io ns

122
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INDICATIVE INTERPRETIVE 
SIGNAGE LOCATIONS

Regulat ion Signs have not  been indicated at 
this stage. Signs w ill be located at  specifi c 
locat ions that  provide consistent  messages. 
To be determined.
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INTRO TO 
PUBLIC ART

DEFINITION OF
PUBLIC ART
The term ‘public art ’ refers to contemporary art 
pract ice in any visual media that  occurs outside of 
the t radit ional gallery or museum system. It  is art 
t hat  has been planned, designed and fabricated w ith 
the intent ion of being integrated into a build ing or 
installed in a public p lace outdoors, usually outside 
and accessib le to the communit y during most 
part s of the day and night . Contemporary public 
art  involves commissioning local, nat ional, and 
internat ional art ist s depending on the project  context 
and aspirat ions of the client  or their communit ies.

Public art  can adopt  a w ide range of art  forms which 
may result  in permanent  or temporary site-specifi c 
artworks w ith the intent  of improving the amenit y of 
the public domain. It  can include: sculptures; murals 
and mosaics; d ig ital screens or light ing and mult i- 
media installat ions ut ilising photographic, d ig ital, or 
illuminated imagery. It  can also include art ist ic paving 
t reatments and solut ions and can infl uence the design 
of highly funct ional works such as st reet  furniture, 
bollards, and drinking fountains or st reet  banners.

Public art  is usually made involving d iff ering levels of 
collaborat ion and consultat ion between art ist s, working 
w ith other professionals such as architects, landscape 
designers, p lanners and developers, from concept ion 
to handover, to ensure the artwork is an integral part 
of the fabric of the p lace or the build ing. It  can often 
be enhanced by teams working closely w ith both the 
client  and the communit y to achieve artwork that  is 
relevant  to it s p lace and embraced by it s communit ies.

Public art  is an opportunit y for engagement 
w ith communit y and culture and can create a 
sense of p lace. Important ly for communit ies, 
public art  adds a visib le layer to a build ing or 
precinct  that  reveals the social, environmental 
and/ or cultural history or meaning of the p lace.
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BENEFITS OF
PUBLIC ART
“Public art  connects people, personalizes spaces, and 
act ivates d ialogue about  important  issues” . [ Forecast 
Public Art ] . Public art  enriches and enhances our lives in a 
number of ways as it  can:

• create a sense of p lace and enhance our experience
of being in a public space;

• assist  in way-fi nding;
• g ive meaning to a p lace by represent ing local history

and recalling memories;
• celebrate communit y values, d iversit y and build civic

pride through visual means;
• increase amenit y and act ivate usage of a site; and
• educate and draw  at tent ion to signifi cant  issues.

Economic Benefi t s – Cult ural Tourism

Public art  often can symbolise civic pride or create a 
posit ive corporate image for both Councils and private 
companies. It  increases the at t ract iveness of our towns
as tourism dest inat ions through recognit ion of the qualit y
of the built  environment  and an increased recognit ion of 
Qld as a culturally act ive and innovat ive State.

Public art  can make a vital cont ribut ion to the economic 
prosperit y of many of our regional towns through it s 
inclusion in cultural tourism st rategies. Iconic public 
artworks such as Brian Robinson’s Woven Fish (Cairns 
Esplanade) has become so synonymous w ith this p lace, 
that  images of this artwork were used to promote the
20 18 Commonwealth Games to an internat ional audience.

Economic Benefi t s – Creat ive Indust ries

Public art  is a signifi cant  generator of jobs for art ist s 
in Queensland. It  provides substant ial increase in 
jobs and related t raining for Queensland art ist s, craft 
workers, designers, project  managers and others 
w ith cultural expert ise working in the sector. Indirect 
economic benefi t s w ill fl ow  to associated indust ries 
such as fabricators of artworks and local manufacturers.

ART + TOURISM
Developing the public art  of Hervey Bay’s Esplanade
w ill help to at t ract  tourism to the town, and develop the 
town’s unique cultural ident it y. It  is our intent ion that 
visitors w ill gain a bet ter understanding of p lace through 
experiencing this art .

The Aust ralia Council is commit ted to grow ing the profi le 
of Aust ralian art s and capt ivat ing g lobal audiences w ith 
d iverse Aust ralian work that  refl ects our rich cultural 
fabric. Art s provide an important  point  of connect ion
for Aust ralians to share their stories and histories w ith
a g lobal audience. A  key channel for reaching g lobal 
audiences and shaping our internat ional percept ion 
is through engaging internat ional tourist s w ith art s 
experiences while they are in Aust ralia.

Internat ional visitors shape their understanding of 
Aust ralian ident it y and our qualit y of life through art s 
and cultural experiences. As art s tourist s are more likely 
to t ravel outside capital cit ies (42%) than overall tourist s 
(34%), we believe adding public artworks to Hervey
Bay w ill encourage internat ional tourism. This t rend
is grow ing – since 20 13 there has been a 41% increase
in internat ional art s tourist s visit ing regional areas,
while total internat ional tourist s visit ing regional areas 
increased by 37%.

It  is acknow ledged that  audiences are drawn to 
Aust ralia’s unique First  Nat ions art s and cultures, and 
connect  through the ext raordinary d iaspora who have 
made Aust ralia their home. Over 820 ,0 0 0  internat ional 
tourists engaged w ith First  Nat ions art s while in Aust ralia 
in 20 17, an increase of 41% since 20 13. This incorporates 
increased at tendance at  First  Nat ions performances
as well as at tendance at  art , craft  or cultural d isplays.
Engagement  w ith First  Nat ions art s was higher for 
internat ional art s tourist s who t ravelled outside capital 
cit ies. More than a third of these t ravellers at tended a 
First  Nat ions art s act ivit y in 20 17 (36%), compared to
24% of internat ional art s tourist s overall.
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ARTW ORK TYPES
Artwork opportunit ies may be art iculated according to 
the response that  is most  appropriate and rewarding 
for part icular locat ions. We have established the 
follow ing artwork t ypes for the Providence Art 
Program:

• Landmark/ Wayfi nding

• Interpret ive

• Integrated

• Interact ive

• Temporary

• Commemorat ive

• Art ist  in Residence

Each artwork opportunit y t ype is characterised by:

• The role and funct ion of the p lace and it s
signifi cance w ithin Providence.

• The role and funct ion of the proposed artwork
( including public realm object ives that  may relate 
to meaning, cultural mediat ion, and purpose).

• The demographics and cultural interests of the
users of the p lace.

Opportunit y characterist ics also inform the art ist 
select ion and procurement , artwork form – whether it 
is integrated (w ithin architecture or landscape design), 
or is stand-alone in it s form or is part  of a group of 
related elements, Artwork size, scale and materials, 
and budget  and program.

Single artwork opportunit ies may fall w ithin more than 
one of the artwork t ypes; i.e.,
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PROJECT
CONTEXT

PROJECT OVERVIEW
This artwork st rategy has been developed alongside the
development  of the Hervey Bay Esplanade Draft  Masterp lan
by Lat27 for Fraser Coast  Regional Council.

The Princip les as out lined in the Masterplan w ill be applied in
the development  of artwork. Each of three curatorial drivers
are developed w ith these princip les at  their core, described
as:

• Environment

• Connect ivit y

• Connect ing to Count ry

• Placemaking

• Act ivat ion

This st rategy provides themat ic drivers as well as out lines
opportunit ies for integrated and stand alone artworks that
can be commissioned now  and into the future.

Public art  engages understanding and appreciat ion of
p lace and Count ry. It  informs and engages audiences in the
region’s stories – past , present  and future. At  the beginning
of this journey are the Badt jala narrat ives which have
longevit y and agency in this p lace. These layers of history are
dynamic and cont inuing; draw ing on these many narrat ives
in public art  make manifest  the unique qualit ies of this p lace.
They open to the signifi cance of the past , allow ing new  and
posit ive narrat ives into contemporary experiences and the
future.

Public art  off ers broad communit y benefi t  as a p lat form for
civic d ialogue. It  is the most  democrat ic of art  forms given
it s availabilit y to all as a conduit  and focus for public spaces.
It  may engage residents and visitors in conversat ions –
from understanding historical and cultural backgrounds, to
driving at tachment  to p lace and social cohesion. In a world
st ruggling w ith new  ways to connect , public art  makes public
spaces dynamic, approachable and d ist inct ive. Toward this
end, curatorial drivers have been developed to encompass
the breadth of the experience in this p lace.
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT The st rength of the Badt jala resistance to the theft  of their land 
on the mainland was such that  Blake and A llom w rote that  by 
1855, “ the prospect  of the town [ Maryborough]  being abandoned

It  is through the Badt jala people that  we have a rare ‘fi rst  contact ’
account  of the sight ing of Captain Cook, who sailed south past 
Takky Wooroo ( Indian Head) on K’gari (Fraser Island) in May 
1770 . His journals record a number of Aborig inal people who 
stood on land he dubbed ‘Indian Head’; t he Badt jala recorded 
this event  in a song, which became part  of their corroboree. The 
words were t ranscribed by Ned Armitage in 1923 as follows, and 
record the wonderment  of the Badt jala people at  the nature of 
this event :

These st rangers, where are they going? W here are they t rying 
to steer? They must  be in that  p lace Thoorvour [ Breaksea Spit ] , 
it  is t rue. See the smoke coming from the sea. These men must 
be burying themselves like sand crabs. They d isappeared like 
the smoke.

The white contact  that  followed the ‘set t lement ’ of the Hervey 
Bay and Maryborough regions in the 1840 s was in marked 
cont rast  to the benign nature of that  fi rst  sight ing. In between 
Lieutenant  Mat thew Flinders passed by in 1797 and 180 2. In 1822, 
W illiam Edwardson recorded that  K’gari, t hought  previously to 
be part  of the mainland, was an island and he named the body 
of water which separated it  from the mainland the Great  Sandy 
St rait . Convicts from the Moreton Bay penal set t lement  sought 
refuge on K’gari between 1828 and 1842. And the shipw reck 
which delivered Eliza Fraser to the shores of the island in 1836, 
where she was sheltered by Badt jala people for fi ve weeks before 
her ‘rescue’, saw  notoriety develop. Her short -lived sojourn 
gave the island the name Fraser Island (unt il 20 21), w ith her 
increasingly w ild tales about  the period she spent  there during 
the decades that  followed direct ly infl uencing the subsequent 
malt reatment  of Badt jala people during European set t lement .

The mainland area of the Badt jala nat ion was surveyed by W illiam 
Pet rie in 1842. After the end of penal set t lement  in Brisbane, 
the W ide Bay area was opened to free set t lers. At  that  stage 
observers noted the Badt jala people having “unparalleled fi ne 
physique due to their except ionally good diet : t he p lenitude of 
the fi sh and sea creatures in their waters, their highly developed 
fi shing skills; and the land animals and edib le p lant  foods on 
K’gari and their territories across the Sandy St rait ” . However, by 
1850  the Badt jala populat ion had fallen dramat ically. Front ier
confl ict s over land saw  the Badt jala people mount  a guerrilla
campaign against  the townships. The sophist icat ion inherent 
in Aborig inal smoke-signalling and it s use in front ier wars in 
Queensland has been documented by Ray Kerkhove, and makes 
a case for it s use as a communicat ion network used to share 
military intelligence and orchest rate resistance. This art icle 
includes a paint ing of Sandy Cape, c.1849, which depicts a 
Badt jala fi shing part y signalling to another group w ith a smoke 
signal lit  behind them on the hill.

was real” . The int roduct ion of the Nat ive Mounted Police by 1859
however saw  the t ide of this front ier war turn against  the Badt jala 
resistance. Indiscriminate killing accompanied the increasing white 
presence as this land was ‘opened up’ and opportunit ies sought . 
Sawmills were established at  Dundathu (1863) and Maryborough 
(1867, 1882). The goldrush that  followed the d iscovery of gold at 
Gympie in 1867 also saw  development  ( in the form of a Customs 
House, Maryborough and a quarant ine stat ion on K’gari at  North 
W hite Cliff s/ Ballargan).

The int roduct ion of the fi rst  mission on K’gari was 1870 -72 at  W hite 
Cliff s, in response to an interest  in relocat ing Aborig inal peoples 
from the mainland. The second mission on K’gari was established 
by Archibald Meston under the auspices of the 1897 Aborig inals 
Protect ion and Rest rict ion of the Sale of Opium Act  which put 
the minut iae of Aborig inal people’s lives under regulat ion and 
scrut iny. Opium had been used to subjugate Aborig inal people 
and to recruit  them as a labour force (however the Act  d id lit t le 
to curtail it s use). Bogimbah Mission ran from 1897 to 190 4 , was 
taken over by Reverend Ernest  Gribble in 190 0  and closed in 190 4 
after the deaths of at  least  70  residents. The remaining peoples 
were t ransported to Gribble’s Yarrabah mission further north.

Not  all Badt jala people were drawn into the mission, w ith those 
working in the forest ry and fi shing indust ries able to seek 
exempt ion from the st rictures of living under The Act . Logging 
took place on K’gari and other areas around Hervey Bay for 128 
years. Most  of the Aborig inal people were removed from the island 
in 190 5 to allow  logging to be conducted. Sand-mining took p lace 
on the island from 1949-1975.

Not  w ithstanding this well-documented confl ict , other encounters 
through history, between Badt jala and incoming whites, were 
posit ive and cooperat ive. History indicates that  Badt jala people 
assisted the Europeans as naut ical guides, their know ledge 
of the river and bay drawn on by ships’ captains during the 
establishment  of Maryborough and the W ide Bay d ist rict . The 
1862 sailing directory for Maryborough Port  advised “ to procure 
the assistance of one of the nat ives from Fraser ’s Island… they 
would readily come on board and were very useful” .

The const ruct ion of the Sandy Bay Lighthouse (completed 
May 1870 ) also relied on the labour, st rength and know ledge of 
the elevated site from Badt jala people, who later provided the 
workforce. Kerkhove and Keys w rite, “ In 1869, the Bat jala were 
living w ith few  Western infl uences, yet  cont ractors noted their 
‘w illingness to make themselves generally useful’” . Sandy Cape 
became a ‘lighthouse community’, although their numbers 
dw indled rapidly. In 1880  63 Badt jala people collected b lankets 
at  Sandy Cape; in 1886 there were only 20 . By 190 5 only eight  are 
recorded as assist ing a shipw reck.

Group of decorated men w ith shields and spears at  Fraser Island, 1870 s. European men standing in 
the background. Image courtesy State Library of Queensland, Brisbane. From Foley, Fiona, Bogimbah 
Creek Mission: The First  Aborig inal Experiment , Pirri Product ions, Brisbane: 46-47.
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RECENT HISTORY
Important  camps and dance grounds exist  in Hervey Bay and, as Badt jala people 
were moved off  the island in the 1910 s, this area on the mainland became a 
signifi cant  place of residence. It s role as a connect ion between the mainland 
and the island ( the waterways were t ransited in bark canoes) off ers signifi cant 
potent ial for act ivat ion.

Corroboree performances w ith t radit ional ‘paint  ups’ were st ill held by Fraser 
Island Aborig inals at  the corner of Guard and Queen St reets (Urangan) as late 
as 1921. This was a t radit ional dance ground.

Aborig inal people also became act ively involved in the manufacture of 
souvenirs for early tourist s, w ith Fred Wondunna, Bob Simpson and Teddy 
Brown (K’gari and Maryborough) amongst  early sand art ist s who const ructed 
p ictures in bot t les (often p ickle jars)  for sale. (Fred Wondunna was known 
for using think oyster jars for small p ieces of coloured sand art , a legacy of 
work on oyster leases, and his subjects often included ships, lighthouses, and 
seascapes, common Badt jala occupat ions during this period.)  Sand was taken 
from the areas where coloured sands occur on K’gari, but  also Teewah and 
Rainbow  Beach and Kerkhove suggests a st rong connect ion to the Dreaming 
stories of the area.

Indigenous elders/ advisors remember:

• Mum would send me to count  the smoke signals from K’Gari – ‘one’ would 
mean that  her brothers would be home tomorrow. ‘Two/ three’ would be the 
number of days unt il they’ll be home (Frances)

• Lots of mob were taken off  Count ry, but  [ a marker]  at  Dayman Point  –
e t e rnal fire , lan t e rn , flam e  – co u ld  re co g n ise  t hat  and  lig h t  t he  w ay  t o  co m e 
back home. There are also stories of lanterns used while wait ing for my 
brother to come home from sea but  he never d id. (Shereene)

• A canoe t ree on Elizabeth St reet  was accidentally cut  down. I have been 
working w ith George volunteering to help recreate it  and ready to install. It 
can be inserted near the dais – to show how deadly our people were t ravelling 
in a small canoe! Really need st rong representat ion of Butchulla people. 
(Dustyn)

Fred Wondunna, Kirra Beach, c.1934. Courtesy John Oxley Library, State Library of Queensland.
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CURATORIAL 
THEMES

CURATORIAL PRINCIPLES
In Hervey Bay and the ent ire W ide Bay region, rest it ut ion is due to the land, 
the t radit ional owners and relat ionships. Badt jala people have survived a 
dest ruct ive period which impacted the land, sea, and people and include 
development  of mainland areas and mining, which locked away access to 
t radit ional lands. Nat ive Tit le was granted to the Butchulla people on 20 14 
after some 18 years of negot iat ing the legal framework and legislat ion. 
However, the bundle of rights awarded has, to date, off ered lit t le in the 
way of tangible resources to Butchulla peoples. Like other First  Nat ion 
peoples in Aust ralia, Badt jala have been economically, socially, culturally 
and spirit ually d isaff ected. Foley suggests:

The  Bad t jala p e o p le  have  ne ve r b e e n  financ ially  co m p e nsat e d  fo r t he 
ext ract ion of natural resources on their lands, from 128 years of saw- 
logging on old-growth forests to the sand-mining that  took p lace 
from 1949 to 1976. Alongside this, rainforest  t rees have been logged, 
fish  s to ck s  and  she llfish  cat che s  in  t he  Gre at  S and y  S t rait s  have  b e e n 
take n  b y  fishe rm e n  and , m o re  re ce n t ly , Que e ns land  Parks  and  W ild life 
Service vehicle permits have allowed access to K’gari for the millions 
of tourists who visit  annually. Not  one dollar has found it s way back 
to the t radit ional land owners of K’gari, this prist ine count ry.

CURATORIAL DRIVERS
To refl ect  key themat ic considerat ions that  have emerged through research
and generous input  and cont ribut ions, the follow ing overarching curatorial 
drivers have been ident ifi ed:

• The Badtjala peoples: Into Deep Time

• The Environmental Futures: Caring for Country

• Sovereignty and Settlers: Shared histories in this place


